
A productive workshop 
where adults with learning 
disabilities gain confidence, 
work and life skills

www.jennyruth.co.uk

We love people joining us! If you are interested in knowing 
more about Jennyruth Workshops, don’t hesitate to give  
us a call on 01765 606620. We would be happy to show  
you around.

Alternatively, why not pop in and say hello to us at our many 
events we have throughout the year. Our web site tells you 
more about us and lists everywhere we will be. You can  
also check out all our news and buy some of our handcrafted 
products on line! There is something for all the family. 
Have a look at www.jennyruth.co.uk

Jennyruth Workshops
Unit 5, Red House Farm
Newby Hall Estate
Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5AY
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At Jennyruth Workshops adults with learning 
disabilities gain confidence, independence,  
life skills, work experience and happiness.  
It’s a vibrant and challenging work place where 
workers are trained in a wide variety of skills. 

Our workers produce and sell a diverse range of 
quality gifts and products developing craft skills in 
woodwork, painting, needlework, metalwork and 
card-making. They are fully involved in all aspects 
of the business, from sourcing materials, meeting 
customers and designing products through to 
admin/office work, packing and dispatch, marketing 
and retail sales. This is supported by a continuous 
and personalised training programme in numeracy, 
literacy, IT and communication skills.

Personalised in-house training by experienced, dedicated staff 
supports each worker to develop communication skills, gain  
first hand work experience and life skills such as meeting  
new people, dealing with money, planning their work and 
time management. This internal development coupled  
with external opportunities to work with people at our  
many outreach activities such as our Jennyruth  
gift shop and numerous presentations,  
builds self-confidence. 

Workers have a strong sense of belonging  
to Jennyruth Workshops and take  
ownership of the products they and their 
colleagues make and sell enhancing  
confidence and self-belief.

“Jennyruth Workshops is a wonderful place to work, 
supported by kind and dedicated staff and provides 

a very friendly atmosphere for young people.”
Phil, parent of Lyndsey, former worker at Jennyruth Workshops



Jennyruth Workshops are active participants in 
the local community. Our workers are constantly 
developing social awareness and interacting with  
the local community:

• Selling products from our own Ripon gift 
shop and at numerous craft fairs, open days, 
markets and canteen sales throughout the year

• Giving presentations and craft workshops to 
local groups and schools as well as conducting 
tours around the workshops 

• Organising and running events such as our 
fundraising Golf Day, our volunteer BBQ and 
cultural and training visits

Workers at Jennyruth Workshops progress along a 
pathway tailored to their individual needs and abilities. 
Annual appraisals and bi-monthly development 
meetings are arranged for each worker as well as 
continuous informal supervision and assessment.

This progression delivers a number of outcomes: 
increased involvement in and contribution to their local 
community, increased independence, improved team 
working, paid and voluntary employment. Whatever the 
outcome, our workers gain work and life skills which see 
them grow in independence and confidence.

“It was inspirational to see what has been 
achieved at the workshops and a delight to meet 

everyone…I was unprepared for the scale and 
professionalism and I can now see why William 

so enjoys and appreciates his time at Jennyruth…
We were really impressed and will spread the 

word about the wonderful work you are all doing.”
Peter Scrope, High Sheriff of North Yorkshire  

2012-2013 and uncle of William

“Jennyruth is the best work. I like 
woodwork, cutting out and working 

with people. We have a laugh.”
Oliver, worker at Jennyruth Workshops



A large team of volunteers and trustees are involved with the 
staff in the day to day running of Jennyruth Workshops and 
everyone works together as a valued team.

The atmosphere is very happy, busy and supportive.  
On entering the workshop you are hit by the enthusiasm,  
hard work and fun had by all. Respect for others and  
working together are a part of our work and our ethos.

Jennyruth Workshops is a registered charity and a social enterprise. All profits  
are ploughed back to enhance Jennyruth Workshops and improve the service for all.

We were officially opened at our current premises in 2004 by the Countess of Wessex. We have grown from 
a small local business meeting the needs of a family of adults with learning disabilities into a productive 
workshop serving the wider community.

We are proud to have received the prestigious Duke of York’s Community Initiative Award for the second time 
which rewards organisations that are of real value to the community, well run and an inspiration to others.

“Daniel feels valued. He has  
a sense of pride in ‘belonging’  

to Jennyruth Workshops.”
Lindsay, mother of worker  
at Jennyruth Workshops

“It’s great working here. I love the 
team work. I love the atmosphere. It’s 
friendly and caring. It is very bright  
and cheerful and very welcoming. 

It is very rewarding on a lot  
of levels, particularly seeing our 
workers achieve something they 

thought they couldn’t do; finishing  
a product and selling the result.  

I regularly see them gain  
confidence in what they do.”

Denise, Operations Manager at Jennyruth Workshops

“It was good working with Jane 
sewing a bag. I love sewing.” 
Gavin, worker at Jennyruth Workshops


